
Gordon Durward Helyer
February 6, 1937 - December 26, 2016

Bedford, Texas — Gordon D. Helyer, 79, died Monday, December 26, 2016 at
Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital of natural causes. 

 He leaves his wife of 59 years, Patricia (Goodwin) Helyer; his daughter,
Melissa Helyer Waschka and her husband, John Waschka; and two
granddaughters, Kaitlin and Jamie Waschka. 

 Born February 6, 1937 in Bend, OR, the son of Durward Wilson Helyer and
Eudora Van Matre Helyer Long, he is pre-deceased by two brothers, Michael
and Wilbur, and leaves two sisters, Beverly and Judith and one brother, Leroy.
He grew up in Sherman County Oregon and enlisted in the Navy at the age of
17 in 1955. He met Patricia Goodwin while serving at Millington Naval Air
Station in Memphis, Tennessee, and they married six months later, on
November 27, 1957. He attended Vanderbilt University, earning a Bachelor’s
of Science in Math and Physics. He completed Officer Candidate School and
served aboard both diesel and nuclear submarines, retiring after 21 years as a
Lieutenant Commander and Executive Office of the USSBN John C. Calhoun. 
Following retirement, he taught Nuclear Engineering at the University of
Memphis where he then completed his Masters of Computer Science. He also
taught at Tennessee State Technical Institute before establishing his own
business in computer consulting in Memphis, Tennessee. 

 He and his wife moved to Bedford, Texas following the birth of their first
granddaughter Kaitlin in 1997. While in Bedford he was very active in teaching
computers at the Senior Center and the local libraries. His second



granddaughter, Jamie, was born in 2000 and he was devoted to both. 
 A funeral service will be held Monday, January 9, 2017 at 1:15pm at the

Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery in Grand Prairie, Texas with a reception
following at Brookfield Eden Estates, in Bedford, Texas. In lieu of flowers, a
donation may be made to a charity of your choice.
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Kelly Mobley - January 04, 2017 at 02:51 PM

Kelly Mobley lit a candle in memory of Gordon
Durward Helyer

Melissa Waschka - January 03, 2017 at 09:24 AM

3 files added to the album New Album Name

Sue Pitts - January 02, 2017 at 06:32 PM

Everyone called him Don,to me he was my uncle Butch. Although I
didn't get to spend a lot of time with him,he was one of the biggest
influences in my life.I always cherished the time I got to be with him
and always tried to follow his tenants and morals in my own life.He
was a great man and will be sorely missed.



MG

Marlene Griffin - December 30, 2016 at 04:26 PM

Don was my neighbor and my friend. In college, when I was
struggling with computer languages, I turned to Don for help. My
only problem was coming up to his level, but he was very patient.
He was a kind, gentle man (except when we were all at the Pyramid
for a basketball game...WOW) He was a loving grandfather and
devoted husband to Pat and I will miss him. Thanks for being a true
friend. Rest in peace gentle warrior!


